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representing the monastery-court or vilage-square.
which stands on the face of the hillside looking out
over the valley, and having access to an old road
from the riverside which the villagers call the
Gangarastra. Interesting things, amongst them a
stone guddee. are scattered about and around this
terrace. It has a swing, too, and doubtless is still
used for village-festivities. Ancient life was vastly
more coherent and organic than modern, and
monastery or temple was the scene, not merely of
prayer and meditation, but also of school and play,
of bazaar and parliament, of drama and art and
hospitality. It is because they are the heirs of all
these multifarious functions and activities that the
ancient sites have to this day so complex an aspect.

Thus the front of Nalla Temple overhangs the
river, while its opposite entrance is on the pilgrim-
road. The whole sacred enclosure lies between.
The road now winds down into the valley, and it
becomes evident from the character of the village-
buildings and farm-houses, as we pass, that there
has been wealth and splendour, once upon a time,
in this unknown place. Another feature of past
glory that we notice throughout this particular district
is the care of the water. The valleys are rich in
springs and streams, and these are very carefully and
skilfully engineered for irrigation and then made to
debouch at convenient places for bathing and drink-
ing, through old carved spring-heads. When this
sign of advanced civilisation ceases, we may believe